Fourth Grade Children's Interests by Farha, Louise
A STUDY OF FOURTH GRADE CHILDRE 'S I NTERESTS 




Bachelor of Science 
Oklahoma Agricultural and Mechanical College 
Stillwater, Oklahoma. 
1938 
Submitted to the Department of' Elementary Education 
Oklahoma Agricul tura.l and Tu1echanica.l College 
In Partial Fulfillment of the Require:i;ients 
For the degree of 
MAST8H. OF SCIEUCE 
1941 
' 0 0 
1 • O ~ - ~ " .; 0 ~ ~ l,, 
~,00 ~ ,°-_ o , ~"' ~ 0,;,o 
•o~r,- Qr oo o, O 
i 
~ o J o,>o o o 
·: ; - , 0 ~ 0 




it!JUULTURAL ii ltECIUKIOAL GOU.ltil 
LIJJR. RY 
OCT 6 1941 




I• I NTRODUCTION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
A. Statement of the Problem 
a. Establishing Importance of the Problem 
II. ME ODS AND TERIALS OF INVESTIGATION . . 3 
A. The Testing Program 
B. Questionnaire 
III . ANALYS AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS . . . . . 6 
A. Occupational Interests 
a. lay Interests 
c. Study Interests 
o. School Interests 
E. Reading Interests 
1 . agazines 
2. Books 
3 . Comic Strips 
IV. sm RY AND CONCLUSIONS . . . . . . . . . 56 




The purpose of this inyestigation is to discover the pl y-, life-, 
reading-, study-. and school- interests of fourth grade pupils of the 
elementary sohool . 
A major problem of every teacher is to discover the interests of her 
pupils and to rel ate the school work to these interests . An attempt will 
be made to arrive at sor.i.e understanding of the interests of fourth grade 
pupi l s and the factors which help to create these interests . 
The factor which releases the child's energy in this process of 
becoming himself is his interest . Interest provides the impelling drive 
which makes a human being master the hard disciplines of a craft , over-
come obstacles , persist in the monotonous acquisition of skill , and push 
out tne bOl.lndaries of his knowledge . Education based on interest lays 
hold of th:, spirit of the individual and lights its fires . Such education 
is always based on experience , on rich full living . 
Interest takes on the significance of an index of emotional tendencies 
and of the organization of tho personality of the individual . e have 
perhaps been too lon concerned with the abstract considerations in our 
attempt to understand the interests of the individu~l . e need to see 
these psychological factors in concrete fonn in order to understand them . 
The interest life of the individual is rich or bare according to his social 
background . The trainin , the enviromnent in which we life , determines , 
perhaps , more than anything else , the number, kind , and con.plexity of our 
interests . 
If children show very great differences in their abilities , they 
shov. even as great differences in their interests . A child grows up . 
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He develops attitudes toward this and that , tmvards religion , pol itics , 
authority and what not . He grows up into a conservative , a radical, a 
doctor , a plumber , an atheist , a ethodist , a cosmopolitan, and so on . 
The main difference between him and other people is not necessarily a 
difference in abilities , but more often lies in another important aspect 
of hum.an reaction; it is a difference in interests . 
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CHAPTER II 
METHODS AND LATERIA.LS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
This investigation was made with the pupils of the fourth grade in 
the e l E111entary schools in Brlstow, Oklahoma, during the school year 1940-
1941 . The 104 children studied in this investigation ranged in age from 
eight to eleven years . Of this nUJ11ber 53 were girls and 51 were boys . 
The information was secured by means of an interview form . It was 
hoped that the choices of the children would reflect no specific environ-
mental background and would be more representative of all children. 
The examiner said to the child . "Here are some questions. I want 
you to write the answers . You a.re to read each quosti on and answer it 
the way you really fool about it . " The answers and the children's choice 
were recorded . The do.ta thus gathered are presented in the accompanying 
tabl es . 
The dat• shoul d represent the reactions of the children free from 
adult or other children domination . The instructions for administering 
the questionnaire emphasize that the child is to answer the questions as 
he really thinks about them. The pupils understood that the results of 
the questionnaire were not intended for school purposes , and frankness in 
answering was encouraged . llost of the children knew the examiner , who 
had formerly taught them in the third g~de . 
The fol l owing factors were taken into consideration in comparing 
children ' s interests: (1) chronological age , (2) father's occupation , 
(3) sex, (4) I . Q., (5) school subjects taug~t in the system where this 
test was given , and (6) the platoon system in the school . 
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INTERVIEW FO 
l • What do you want to be hen you grow up? ~-------------
2 . .. hat is your favorite type of story? ~---------------
3 . What is your favorite a.me? ~------------------~ 
4 . What subject do you like best to study? --------------
Nh y ?' ~-----------------------------~ 
5 . What subject is it that you do not like to study? ---------
Why? ~-----------------------------~ 
6 . hat is your favorite ma azine? -----------------~ 
7 • fua t is your fo. vori te story book? ~----------------
8 . hat is your favorite comic strip? ---------------~ 
9 . Do you like to go to school? Why? ~------------ -----
10 . When you finish high school, do you want to go to college? -----
Why? ------------------------------~ 
11 . Do you like to play with children older tha.n you? ---------
y? ~-----------------------------~ 
12 . Do you like to play with children younger than you? --------
h y? ------------------------------~ 
13. Do you like to play with children your own age? -----------
h y? ------------------------------~ 
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TABLE I 
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIEJ.TTS OF THE 104 FOURTH GRADE PUPILS 
Intelligence Quotients Boys Girls Total 
124- 127 2 2 
120- 123 · 2 4 6 
116- 119 4 4 8 
112-115 5 8 13 
108-111 8 4 12 
104- 107 3 7 10 
100- 103 7 9 16 
96- 99 5 3 8 
92- 95 6 2 8 
88- 91 2 3 5 
84-87 2 3 5 
80-83 3 2 5 
76-79 2 1 3 
72- 75 1 1 2 
68-71 1 1 
Total 51 53 104 
CHAPTER III 
ANALYSES AND INTERPRETATION OF FINDINGS 
A. Occupational Interests 
6 
Further significant data with re ference to this general topic are 
yielded by studies or the ambitions and vocational interests or children 
at different ages . 
These findings are in accord ith what bas already been said about 
the development of interests . The occupational interests of the boys 
and gi rls were ranked according to their preference . Table II shows the 
26 occupations chosen by the boys and the 15 occupations chosen by the 
girls . The first tl'.ree occupationAl choices made by the boys show that 
they have a definite tendency to choose occupations which call for 
muscular as well as mental effort . The first ree occupations given 
call for a largo degree of outdoor life . The fact that a far greater 
number of boys gave aviation as their first choice than gave any other 
occupation is partic larly interesting. Some probable explanations for 
the popularity of this occupation are: (1) the large amount of general 
publicity given this vocation, (2) the appeal made by the very nature of 
the occupation to adventurous boys , and (3) the fact that the most 
popular heroes of the past few years have been men in the field who have 
especially appealed to boys of the 11 hero- orshiping11 age. 
The younger boys' interests are in the active and drrunatic occupations . 
In accord with the fascination which mechanical things have for many boys 
of these age~ , there emerge ambitions to.a.rd engineering and invention . 
Conventional attitudes operate much more th.an might t first be thought . 
Consider for instance . the total disapproval end ridicule from family and 
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companions which could be directed toward the average boy if he announced 
an ambition to be a chef . Among both children and adults . conventions as 
to desirable choices have great influence . 
The girls' choices give evidence of a widening of the field of 
occupations for women and a tendency to choose vocations which require 
specialized training . Nursing 8J:ld teachin~ led the list by a wide margin . 
The girls show throughout an interest in teaching , first becauso t he 
teacher is presumable the most important woman in the child's experience 
outside the home , and later because teaching is felt to be a genteel and 
proper occupation for a woman. because there are more opportunities for 
women in teaching than in most other occup~tions . Other occupations have 
their appeal . A cbildhood fondness for painting and writing may, 
especially if there is much adult admiration of the productions , lead to 
a more or less permanent artistic or literary ambition . Younger children 
show interest in the dramatic occupations of actress or opera singer. 
Matter- of- fact girls may. from their home or school experience . develop a 
special interest in home economics or nursing. The appeal of work as a 
"private secretary" combines these factors of femini ne i nterest and 
usually meets with home approval . Ambitions may in consequence be directed 
l argely toward a social career . In short , once more there is a development 
from simple to elaborate interests; again t he girls show an earlier and 
more compl ete do~ination by social interests; and here especially clearly 
do the ~nventions influence ~irls . in various and often subtle ways . 
Many circumstances may determine the occupational choice . Frequently 
the youngster decides to specialize in a given subject because of his liking 
for or admiration of a teacher of that subject. A father or mother may push 
a pupil toward a certain line of work because he or she had an unrealized 
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ambition in that field. Finally, accidcntrrl circumstances may determine 
the choice. 
A survey of the data shows an interest in the active and dramatic 
occupations; conventional attitudes plci.y a large part, and vocational 
fashions are evident. 
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TABLE II 
NUMBER OF PUPILS GIVING FI T CHOICE TO VARIOUS OCCUPATIONS 
Number of Pupils Preferring 
Oooupation Preferred 
Boys Girls Total 
Tee.chine; 4 14 18 
Airplane Pilot 13 4 17 
lursing 0 14 14 
Clerk 5 3 8 
.,eoretary 0 5 5 
Beauty Operator 0 3 3 
.1 ousewif'e 0 3 3 
Stewardess 0 2 2 
Policeman 2 0 2 
Engineer 2 0 2 
Artist 2 0 2 
Bus Driver 1 0 l 
Orchestra Leader l 0 l 
Fanner l 0 1 
Detective 1 0 l 
eohanio 1 0 l 
Soldier l 0 l 
Inventor l 0 l 
Postman l 0 l 
Boxer l 0 1 
Airplane aker 1 0 1 
Fireman 1 0 1 
Cowboy 1 0 l 
Oil Field orker l 0 1 
C rpenter 1 0 1 
Banker 1 0 1 
Poet 1 0 l 
Che · st 1 0 l 
Grocer 1 0 1 
Dairyman 1 0 l 
Park ~arden l 0 l 
• p . orker l 0 l 
Doctor 0 l 1 
Cowgirl 0 1 l 
Pianist 0 l l 
Librarian 0 1 l 
fovie Actress 0 l 1 
Telephone Operator 0 l l 
Opera Singer 0 1 l 
Total 49 55 104 
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B. Play Interests 
The data concerning play interests are given in Table III. A notable 
difference in the play interests preferred by boys and those preferred by 
girls is i ndicated by the boys' strong interest in g8J:nes involving motor 
activity, in which boys usually excel 1 , while girls' preference-a vtere for 
games of a more social nature . A partial oxplanation of this result may 
be that the conventions and social restraints placed on girls curb their 
interest and their skill in g8lltes requiring motor activity • . Table III 
shows the 21 gem.es chosen by the goys and the 31 games chosen by the girls . 
Table IV shows the interest in other children, older , younger , and 
fourth grade age in playing together . Reasons are given in each case for 
the play according to age. 
If play is defined as those things which individuals do simply because 
they went to, then a catal ogue of play is evidently a catalogue of t he 
activities which have som~ sort of natural appeal . 
It will be noticed in general that boys of ten like ~ery active games 
like football , p laying catch and riding a bicycle . Ten year old girls 
differ rrom the boys in the less active character of their games , in the 
earlier appearance of sex- social interests (doubtless related to the 
earlier physical maturing of the girls) , and the greater prominence of 
such intereGts . It must not be assumed that e.ny of these changes are 
sudden . In all cases the changes are gradual . 
Only the effect of differences in general mental ability remains for 
brief mention . In general, children pedagogically retarded or behind in 
school , tend to engage in more social activities than children who have 
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TABLE III 
NUMBER OF PUPILS GIVING FIRST CHOICE TO VARIOUS GAMES 
Number of Pupils Preferring 
Ga.mes Preferred 
Boys Girls Total 
Football 31 1 32 
Dodge Ball 0 14 14 
Baseball 10 5 15 
Dolls and House 0 11 11 
Gb.inr;.;e Checkers 2 9 11 
Basketball 3 0 3 
onopo y 2 1 3 
Hide-go- seek 1 2 :; 
rbles 2 0 2 
Jacks 0 2 2 
ickball 1 0 l 
Store 0 l 1 
Punch- the- icebox 0 l 1 
Tiddle inks 0 1 1 
Sc ool 0 1 1 
iok-up- stioks 0 l 1 
Sort-bal l 0 l l 
Blind an' s Bluff 0 1 l 
ot'Ll 52 52 104 
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progressed no lly. 1 Children who are ahead of the average grade for 
their a e do not as a group show either fe er play activities or more 
solitary play; in short , acceleration seems to do no he.rm to the happy 
life. 2 Exceptiono.J.ly intelligent or gifted children read more nd , largely 
as a result of this , apparently , engage somewhat less frequently than 
average children in social gaues and plays nd in very active games , but 
indulge in about the same total number of play activities . 3 Ins ort , 
the gifted children seem not to show unfortunate limitations o peculiar-
ity in their play, b t the uller chil ren read less , and engage ore in 
social and active es . 
lLe an, Harvey o. a.nd itty, P . A ., The Psychology of Play 
Activities (~ew York: A. s . Bar~es and Company , 1927) . 
2Le an, Harvey c. and Shikles , Gail , "A Study of lay in Relation 
to School rks," Educational Acbninistratian ~ upervision , (April , 
1928), 238-246 . 
3Lehnan and itty, op . cit . 
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TABLE IV 
PLAY INTERE TS OF CHILDREN 
BOYS 
Do you like to play ith 
children older than yourself: Number Reas on Given 
Yes 
lo 
26 l. I have fun with them . 
2. I make good friends. 
3 . Because e have .fun . 
4 . I don't want to make them mad . 
5. I like to play ith my cousin . 
6. They can teach us new games. 
1 . They play fair and make nice 
friends . 
8 . e can have fun . 
g . They teach me new games . 
10 . ·They can help me . 
11 . They are the only ones I have 
to play with. 
12 . I like to play hard. 
13. I like them . 
14 . I have lots of fun. 
15 . If I was to get lost , I would 
be taken hone . 
16 • They kn.ow what to play. 
17 . They kn.ow more things to play . 
18 . I can have more f'un . 
19 . e can have lots of fun . 
20 . e won ' t hurt each other. 
21 . They will take care of me . 
22. I have lots of fun . 
23 . I learn things . 
24. If I get hurt, they ill take 
care of me . 
25 . I can beat them. 
26. They know more things . 
20 1 . They play too rough . 
2 . They might hurt you . 
3 . They might hurt me . 
4 . They are too rough . 
5 . They might cheat you. 
6 . They knock you down and do 
everything to you . 
7 . They do not like to play . 
8 . You might et into trouble . 
9 • They play too rough . 
10 . They are too , too rough . 
11 . They might hurt me . 
Sometimes 4 
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12 . They play too rough . 
13 . They mi ght hurt me . 
14 . Sometime I might get hurt ba.d. 
15 . They might hurt the little ones . 
16 . They play too rough . 
17 . They are too rough . 
18 . They like to fight me . 
19 . I like to play with same and 
some I don ' t . 
20. They are too rough . 
l . Some are friendly and some are 
not . 
2 . Some of them are good and some 
of them are bad . 
3 . They play some games I like to 
play . 
4 . I like to play with the ones 
that like the things I do . 
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TABLE IV (Continued) 
PLl-i.Y INTERES'rS OF C}IILDRSN 

































I can have someone to play with. 
'fhey are nice to me. 
They lmow more • 
I can learn things from them. 
I have an older brother that I 
like to play with. 
'l'hey think of r;,ore funny things 
to do. 
I have more fun. 
They will play games with me. 
I like to _play with all children. 
I have lots of fun vd th the,n.. 
They play fair. 
They teach me new games. 
I have flh""l• 
They play fair. 
I have more fun. 
The older ones know inore than the 
younger children. 
Some a.re a little too rough. 
I h.ave lots of fun. 
I have fun. 
'rliey can help me play. 
------------·-----
I am afraid I 11dll get hurt. 
'fhey play too rough. 
I don't like to because I don I t 
have e.ny fun. 
4. Their games don 1 t fit with mine. 
5. They don't play good. 
G. Childrcm older· than I are too 
roue.;h. 
7 . f.) o:n1e act too sraart. 
8. I like to play with children my 
size. 
9 • They ·wi 11 hurt me • 
10. 'l'hey do not know how to play. 
11. Some of them are bossy. 
12. I do not have any fun. 
13. Son.etimes they run over you. 
1'J, • They t:.1ink up hard ga:mos to play. 






















They do not know hOl!l to play. 
'I'hey vmn' t play with me. 
They may not like to play what 
I like to play. 
They are too rough. 
They try to run you. 
They a lvmys ws.:nt to play what 
they vm.nt to. 
They play rough. 
They play too grownup. 
They wan·!:; to play older games. 
It seems they don't care to play 
with me. 
Sometimes they fight a lot. 
Some of them don't know the games 
I do. 
1rhey are nice to me. 
They try to run over me. 
Some are nice and some a.re not. 
They don't always fight. 
They don I t al1,rays fight. 
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TABLE IV (Continued) 
PLA.Y INTERESTS OF CHILDREN 
BOYS 
Do you like to play with 




1. They are funny. 
2.. ! can tell them what to do. 
3. I can teach them things. 
4. You can get a lot of rwi out 
of them. 
5. They are funny. 
6. We play together well. 
7. They can't r\lll off and leave 
me. 
a. They like to play with me. 
9 • They play wba t I like to play. 
10. They are easier to make friends 
with. 
11. They can't hurt me. 
12. I have fun with them. 
13. I like to play with them cause 





















If they were to get hurt. I 
would get the blame. 
They don't like to play the 
things I do. 
I don't have fun with them. 
I want to play with those my 
age. 
I'm afraid they will get hurt. 
I don't like to play with them.j 
cause I hurt them. 
When they get hurt I don't like 
to hear them cry. 
They are too mean. 
They might get hurt. 
They don't knov, hov1 to pl~y the 
games I like to play. 
They can't play like I can. 
They can't play what we ce.n 
play. 
They are too little. 
I might hurt them .. 
I might burt them. 
They might get hurt. 
They want to play ~),,.1J:r games. 
I might hurt the1:1.. 
They might get hurt. 





















They Uke to play cowboy. 
I :mie;ht hurt them. 
They want to play little 
e;am.es. 
'l'hey set in the wo.y. 
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They don t t know how to ple.y 
anything. 
I might hurt them. 
They might get hurt. 
'fhey don't play right. 
I cannot have any fun. 
I might hurt them .• 
They misht get hurt. 
I am afro.id I r:dght hurt 
them. 
I might hurt them. 
They are too liitle, 
They cry -':;oo much. 
They don t t know how to play, 
They might get hurt. 
!f we were running; a race, they 
could not go fast and we would 
lose the race. 
·--------- ··----... --·-.. ------· -·-----
0 
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TABLE IV (Continued) 
Piii..Y INTERESTS OF CHILDREN 
GIRLS 
Do you like to play with 
children younger than yourself: N~ber Reason Given 
Yes 30 1. They are always happy. 
No 21 
2. They don't f\tss all the time. 
3. I have lots of fun with them. 
4. They are always happy. 
5. They say funny things that 
makes me laugh. 
6. I like to rock them to sleep. 
1. They are funny. 
8. I like. the way they talk and 
play. 
9 • I can have more :f'un with ·them. 
10. I ha. ve more fun vri. th them. 
11.. I have fun. 
12. We can learn ga.m.es. 
13. To teach them how to play with 
others. 
14. So they will know how to play 
when they get oldor. 
15. They are more fun to play with. 
16. I have lots of fun with them. 
17. There aren't many other children. 
18. They should have a good time .. 
19. I like to play house with them.. 
20. Some are in my room. 
21. I can have fun with them. 
22.. w·e can play babies. 
23. You can do what you want to. 
24. You can have more fun. 
25. I think they are cute. 
26. I like little children. 
2 7. They a.re cute·. 
28. They have f'un. 
29. They are cute. 
30. I like to play w1 th everyone. 
1. They cry a.nd fuss. 
2. They are too small. 
3. I would hurt them. 
4. They are too little and might 
get hurt. 
5. They don•t knor, how to play. 
6. You can't have much fun. 
7. They don't know how to play. 
Sometimes 1 
20 
8. They do not understand. 
9. They 1.ivant to play ba.by games. 
10. I might run over them. 
11. They- might iet hurt. 
12. Th,ey don't know how to play 
the games I do .. 
13. They are too small and might 
get hur't. 
14. They are too easy to hurt. 
15. They don't kn.O?r how to play 
f'air. 
16.. They don't know how to play 
like other children. 
17s If I wanted to play a game. 
they don' t know how. 
18 .. 'I'hey cannot do the things I 
can. 
19. Their games don't f'it with 
mine. 
20. They get hurt too often. 
21. I might hurt them. 
1. Sometimes I don't and some-
t:i.mes I do .• 
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TABLH IV (Cont1.nued) 
PLAY INTERESTS 0~' CHILDH.Ell 
BOY.S 
Do you like to play with children 
. the same age as yourself: 1Jumber 





















>J;hey ple.y fair .•. 
The:r are agreeable with every-
thin/; • 
I can have more run. 
Vie can play bet·t.er •. 
We won't hurt ea.ch other. 
I am not afraid I will hurt 
oth<.1rs or get hurt. 
Vie can play the same games. 
VJe won I t hurt ea.ch other. 
vre would have i:nore fun. 
I have lots of fun. 
The¥ can play better and get 
along. ,-,.,, 
They can' t run ove·r you • 
I like friends that like :me. 
I cannot hurt them easily. 
We can play the same games. _ 
'.i'hey play the gemes I do .• 
I.won't get hurt. 
We can play football. 
We don't get hurt. 
We can't hurt each other very 
bad. 
21. · I can have more fun with them. 
22. We can have :more :f'un. 
23 • I would knO'l'r them better an:d 
they would try to help the 
te8Jl1 to win. 
24. Vie can have more fun. 
25. They would kn~v- the kind of.' 
games to play .. 
26. We have fun. 
27. I like to play with them. 
2.8. 'they are my size a.nd not too 
rough. 
29. I won't hurt them and they won 1 t 
hurt me. 
30. They won't hurt me and I will 
not hurt them. 
31. We can play many grunes. 





33. They can't hurl me •. 
34. They can play like I do. 
35. 1'11e~'{ lmarr as mucl1 as I do. 
36. It is f\m and we won't hurt 
each~ otl1cr. 
37. They kno~:; how to play the ganes 
r like to play. 
38. They won't get hurt. 
39. They arc u lot kinder. 











-,fo can have a good time • 
If I play :r:1.e;ht vd th them., 
they will play rig.tit vdth .me. 
They e.re :more friendly. 
I like to play with ther, •• 
We ean have a good time. 
I ha vc fun v:i th them. 
They play tho same thin,::;s I 
do. 
We &re by ourselves and -v,re 
don't get hurt. 
They arc my size. 
They can pla.y as rour,;h as I 
can. 
---------------------------------------
1 1. Some I do and some 1 1 :It mad at. 
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TABLE IV (Continued) 
PL.~Y INTERESTS OF CHILDHEN 
GIRLS 
Do you like to play with children 
the sane ago as yourself: Number 
Yes 52 
Reason Given 
1. They can play the games I ean. 
2. I would rather play with 
children my own age. 
3. They can play the s~me thing 
I can. 
4. · They are ,".;ood to me. 
5 ~ We have fall. 
6. They won1 t get run oYer. 
1. They like to play the games 
I do. 
8. We can have more fun. 
9. We can have more fun. 
10. They . do not hurt me. 
11. They are m.y size. 
12. We have lots of' fun. 
13. They know most of the games 
I do. 
14. They knov, the games I do. 
15. They like the games I like and 
won't get hurt. 
16. They kn01'1 the games I like t;o 
play. 
1 7. We can play the same things .. 
18. We can play togother. 
19. They play what I want to play. 
20. They cs.n t t hurt me and I can't 
hurt them. 
21. They play the v,1ay I do .. 
22. It is fun to play together. 
23. They want to play what I lmow. 
24. I won' t hurt them and I won'. t 
get hurt. 
25. They seem closer to me. 
26. I don't ~eel left behind or 
older •. 
27. They might know a. ·game .I don't 
know. 
28. They know what ! like to play. 
29. I like to because I have fun. 
30. Their games fit with mine. 
31. They knew my ga.1T1es .. 
32. I have lots of friends my age. 





34. They knrr~ all the games I do. 
35. They can play the same kind 
of games I do. 
36. They know my ge . .mes. 
37. I have more run. 
38. We li.a ve fun to get her. 
39 • They know hov.r to play without 
fighting. 
40. TheiJ know the things to play. 
41. I have more fun v.rith them. 
42. I can do the same thing they 
can. 
43. We all like to play the same 
thing. 
44. We can have a better time. 
45. I want them to be in the same 
grad'e I am in. 
45. We can help each other in our 
school work. 
47. I have lots of fu.u with ther:h 
48. They lcnmv most of' the games. 
49. We have fun toi:;ether. 
50. I like to play with children 
my age. 
51.. I like children n~y age. 
52. We can do the same things. 
1. Sometimes I do and sometimes 
I don't. 
25 
c. Study Interests 
Table V discloses sone results worth consideration. '.rhe boys and 
'. 
girls did not agree in their liking for various subjects. Art ranked 
first with the boys which was due chiefly to the fact that woodcraft a..'ld 
leather ,rnrk was being taught at the time the questionnaire wo.s e;i ven. 
Another reason which may have influenced the boys I choices was due to the 
fact that the instructor was a man. 
:Art ranked first with the boys, while with the g;i:rls, Art ranked 
second. Social .Studies ranked first with the girls, while with the boys, 
Social Studies ranked second. Library 1vas third choice for the boys and 
) 
sixth choice for the girls. Arithmetic ranked fourth choice with the 
boys and seventh choice with the g;irls. :Reading ranked fifth choice with 
the boys and third choice with the girls. Spelling ranked sixth choice 
with the boys and fifth choice with the girls. Roalth ranked seventh 
place with the boys e.nd eir;hth place with the girls. Boys did not like 
Pen.mans hip, while the girln choce Pen,no.nship as their ninth choice. 
Table VI shows the number of pupils disliking different subjects and 
their reason why. Boys din liked Husic more than any other subject, while 
the e,irln disliked ,,.rithmetic. Arithmetic ranked second as the most dis-
liked subject with the boy::;, while the girls indicated Encl isl". as the 
most disliked. Both bo~rs and girls chose 8och\.l Studies as the subject 
disliked for the third place. Music ra:riJred fourth place for tho girls. 
Reading nmked fourth place for the boys, vrhile the girls ranked it in the 
ninth pla.co. Li bro.ry ranked fiftl'.. for the boys and sixth for the girls. 
'Sngli sh ranked sixth for the boys. Art ranked sevent'.1 for the boys and 
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eleventh for the i:;irls. Girls also added Dictionary Study, Penmanship 
and Heal th. Five boys stated that they did not dislike any subject, 
while fourteen girls stated that they did not dislike any subject. 
In checking through the children I s reasons for :makinr; their choices 
of' subjects, it soon became apparent that most of the responses shoYdng 
disapproval could be classified under five general headings: (1) Faulty 
or uninteresting course or 1<1aterie.ls, (2) Lack of ability or aptitude 
on the part of tho pupil, (3) Method of tea.ching;, (4) The teacher, (G) 
Tho value placed on the course by the pupil. 
It is a popular concept tho.t if a large percentc.3:e of the children 
actively dislike a given subject, it is certain that they approach the 
learnins of this sub.ject under a most serious learning handicap, if we 
regard interest as essential to learning. In such a case vrn must recog-
nize that there is something basice.lly wrong with the subject matter, 
with its grrcde placement or with the way in which it is taught. Children 
mo.y dislike v,hat is dc:uonstrably a very valuable subject "tJecause it is 
inherently difficult for the::n. and they constantly find in it tho experience 
of failure. 
One r2-ight infer from the results of the st-:..idy that children e.re 
inclined to like subjects which are specific and ob~iecti ve in their 
itm:'.!.ediate outcome3, such as arithmetic, a.rt and rco.d_ing. In these sub-
jects they can see quite immediately the products of their efforts. 
An interesting thing observable in checking children 1 s reasons for 
their subject choices was the fa.ct that, vehile they were rt'l.ther indefini tc 
about thei1· reasons for liking subjects, e.lthough they vrnre inclined to 
have dofini te likes., they were most rlefini te about their reasons for dis-
liking subjects, and their reasons for disliking them fall into large 
general categories which lend them.selves readily to consideration in 




NUMBER OF PUPILS LIKING VARIOUS SUBJEC·:rs AND WHY 
BOYS 
Subject Liked Best Number Reason Given ----- --------------
1. Art 20 1. I might mako money f'or my picture. 
2. We get to make thin1;s. 
3. We get to do craft work. 
4. I like to pe.int, draw and do craftvrnrk. 
5. I like to draw. 
6. It is fun and easy to do. 
7. I like to draw. 
s. I like to draw·. 
9. I like to draw and paint. 
10. lNe work with wood craft. 
lL It is so interesting. 
12. I like art bece.use it is beautiful 
and I like to draw. 
13. I can learn how to draw. 
14. I get to use paint. 
15. I can learn how to draw and be an 
artist. 
lEi. I like to draw. 
17. It is not hard. 
18. You can make pretty pictures and see 
pretty pictures. 
19. I like to draw. 
20. I want to lmow how to draw. 
2. Social Studies 14 1. You can i:itudy about the vrnrld. 
2. It is interesting. 
3. You can study about the way people 
live. 
4, ·we study about interesting things. 
5. It is fun and I like :l t. 
6. The questionn aren't h.1,.rd. 
7. We study about different people. 
8. :t like to study about other lands. 
9. I like to stud;;J· about people. 
10. I learn about the vrnrld. 
11. I learn e.bout different lands. 
12. It is interesting;. 
iz;. T Wf.l.nt to learn about the vrnrld. -'-
14. I vrant to learn how other people live. 
- ·-· -------·------
'Z Library 6 1. It is interesting. ..., . 
2. We can read different books. 
'2 
,i). I get to read a lot. 
4. You learn to read better and more • 
5. I like to read books. 
6. It is flm to read. 
--------· ------·-----
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4. Ari t 1 netic 4 1. It teaches you to figure. 
2. It does you a lot of good. 
3. It is the easiest for rne to learn. 
4. I a,_,1 bes·t in :1 t • 
------·----
5. Readinr; 2 1. It tells about everything. 
2. 1 am best in reading. 
----· 
6. Spelling 2 1. It is fun to use ne-v: vrnrds. 
2. I think it is easy. 
7. Heal th 2 l. You learn to keep your body 1.vell. 
2. T.L i"' fun to learn about. J..\, _,., 
8. 'l'.,p: ~ !ii.USlC 1 1. ¥fo have a. c;ood teacher. 
Total 51 
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TABU: V ( Continued) 
HUMBER OF PUPILS LIKING Vll.R!OUS SUBJECTS idrn ViE~[ 
____ ,_ 
Cuh4oct Liked Best Number 
1. Social Studies 23 
2. Art 15 





1. We study a.bout other lands. 
2 •. I l:i.ke to learn about other lands • 
3. You .study about many lands. 
'k. I like to study about other lands • 
5. I like to study about many lands. 
6. 1 like to knovr about other lands, 
7. I like to study about other lands. 
8. It tolls us about other lands. 
9. It is interestin5. 
10. I loarn how other people live. 
11. I can learn about other countries. 
12.. I lee.rn about different countries. 
13. It is easy. 
14. I can learn a.bout the world. 
15. We learn a bout othar people. 
lG. I like it. 
17. I study about the world. 
18. It is interestin~. 
19. We make a book that we can keep. 
20. You stu.dy a bout th(j war ld. 
21. It is helpful to lmow·. 
22. I Hke it very much. 
23. It is interesting. 
·----------------··----
l. We get to paint. 
2. It usuall;f hlls beauty. 
3. I like to draw and color. 
4. I like to do craftwork and draw. 
5. I like to do craftwork. 
6 • I like to draw. 
7. I like to draw pictures. 
8. I enjoy it very :much. 
9. I like the way pictures are dra,m 
and painted. 
10. It is a good skill to learn. 
11. It is a good skill. 
12. I like to draw. 
13. It teaches you to drc-n,. 
14.. I love to dro:,v and color. 
15. I like to paint. 
1. You can read different stories. 
2. I like to read. 
3. I like to read. 



















1. It is fun to sing and you learn many 
good songs. 
2. I like to sing. 
3. When you grow up you will learn ~1ow to 
play instrmnents. 
1. I like it. 
2. We learn to spell words. 
l. I like to read books and magazines. 
2. I enjoy it best. 
l. 'U.-hen I gra.'.f up I want to be a clerk. 
2. It is so easy. 
1. I like to study about the body. 




W'Ji:BER OF PUPILS DISLIKI1ifG VARIOUS SUBJECTS AND )IBY 
Subject Disliked 1'-l'umber 
1. Music 13 
2. Ari thm.et i e 9 
3. Social Studies 6 
4. Readlng 5 
5. Library 5 
"BOYS 
Reason Given 
1~ I dontt know my syllables.· 
2. You have to find do in syllables. 
3. You have to write syllables. 
4. I don 1 t like to sing •. 
5. I don't like to sing. 
6. I don' t sing very good~ 
1. I don't like to sing. 
a. I can't get syllables. 
9. I don't like music. 
10~ I don't like music. 
n.. I don't like to sing. 
12. It has too many syllables. 
13. I don't like to study syllables. 
1.. I don't like the teacher. 
2. It is too hard,: 
3. It is too hard~ 
. 4. I don't knov1 my problems. 
5. It is sorta hard. 
6. It is too hard. 
7. I don't know hov: to do it good. 
8 • Some of them are hard pro bl ems • · 
9.. We have to add. divide. subtract. 
multiply to get a certain answer 
and sOl!letiraes we miss it. 
l. I make bad grades. 
2. I don't like to study it. 
3. I think it is hard. 
4. You have to use tho geography too muah. 
5 •. You have to answer so many questions. 
6. I don't like to g;i ve reports. 
1. I do not like to read. 
2. I do not like to read. 
3 •. It is not fm1. 
4. I cannot read good. 
5. You have to answer too many questions. 
1. We have to learn numbers. 
2. 'rhe teacher gets grouchy .. 
3. You have to learn numbers. 
,l -· The teacher is mean. 5. You have to sit in little chairs. 
6. English 
7. Art 







1. I can't paint. 
2 .. You have to draw just right. 
3. It is too easy. 
4. Your paper gets too me.ssy. 
1. I like -them all. 
2. They are all interesting. 
3. They are all easy. 
4. It is fun to study them all. 
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TABLE VI (Continued) 
lffi::iBE.tl. OF PUPILS DISLIKUm VARIOUS SUBJ'ECTS AND vm:Y 
Subject Disliked l.Jumber 
1. Ari thme.tic 12 
6 
I 
Social Studies 5 
4. &"usic 5 
5. Spelling 2 
6. Library 2 
GIRLS 
Reason Given 
I. I think it is hard. 
z. It is so hard. 
3. It seei;-;..s hard for me to do. 
4. It seems hard to do. 
5. It is hard. 
6 .. You have to divide and I don't like 
to. 
1-. I do not like to study it. 
O. The teacher does not explain it good • 
. 9. I don rt like tne teacher. 
10. I don I t like the toacher. 
11. It is too hard. 












I don't ~njoy it. 
I dontt enjoy it at all. 
It is sOEtetimes very hti.rd. 
I don 1 t like- 1 t.. 
I just don't like it. 
I get the ;n-onr; answers. 
They u.lws.ys last too long. 
You can't have f'un finding t\nsv.ers. 
I'do not enjoy it. 
It is too hard. 
I don't like to study about, other 
oou."ltries. 
l,. I don't like syllables. 
2. I don't like to sing notes. 
3 .. I don't like to sing :notes. 
4. We I,ave to sing .. 
s. I don't like music with music 
syllables. 
1. I don t t like spelliri..g. 
2. I have to learn to spel,l. 
l. I don't like tq read very much. 
2. I have to s.it in baby chairs .. 
~~~~~~~-----~~~~~~~~~ 
7,. Dictionar.1 Study 1. You ha:ve to look up vrords. 
2. The words are too hard to find. 
8. ?anro.a.nship l. I 1'.ave to write too m.uehs 
2.. I don't like to do push s.nd pulls. 
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9. Re&.ding l 1. I make bad grades. 
10. Health 1 1. 1\-e have to sta~r in and study. 
ll. Art 1 1. I can't dra,v. 
12. I don't dislike 14 1. T like all my subjects. L 
any 2. I like them all. 
3. I like to go to school and learn. 
4. I like to do all of them. 
5. None of them are hard. 
6. T les.rn lots in every subject. .,_ 
7. I like all my subjects. 
8. I like to go to school and work. 
9. ·:rhey are all easy. 
10. They are fun to get. 
11. Tl1oy teach you to learn. 
12. They are all easy. 
13. They teach you things. 
14. They are all easy. 
Total 53 
'] L• School Interests 
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The relation of the ten.cher to the individual child is an outstanding 
elem.ent in the social ps;rchology of childhood. Important also is the 
11 atmosphere 11 of the classroom, for it is possible to develop a feeling of 
- natural~ess and nervous relaxation or of tense effort and artificiality. 
liiuch of the school's influence on children depends upon this 11 atmosphere n 
which may cause them to love school or dread it. Progressive teachers 
are attempting to make the school a place in which natural childish 
activities and interests may be guided in such a way as to brine; about a 
g;ood education. The effort is to m1-ike the school the center of childhood 
society, rather tha.n a place in which children become unsocial, or even 
anti-social. Table VII shmvs the lllli"ltber of pupils liking or disliking 
school and the reason for their uhoice. Girls like school better than 
boys. 
Table VIII shows the number of pupils expressin0 the desire or lack 
of desire for further education by golng to college after graduation from 
high school. Reasons -,,ere also given by the children. The desire for a 
good education w-as the prime reason. 
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TABLE VII 
lfUi:lIB.El! OF PUPILS LIKUW OR DISLIKIHG SCHOOL AND 'J:HE RBASON WUY 
====;=================·~~ 
Likes to so to School Number 





You do not have to sit around. 
It is interesting. 
You have lots of frien<ls. 
4. You can learn more. 
5. The schools are bad a.s college. 
6. You learn thinr;s. 
7. You can learn better. 
8 • You can learn • 
9. I don't like to sit o.round the house. 
10. You can reetd all kinds of books. 
11. I will learn more than those who 





























You lc::iarn to read and write. 
I learn :more. 
'ro learn to read, w ri to,. s pe 11 and 
do arithm.etic. 
I like to study and draw pictures 
in e.rt. 
I like to go to school to learn. 
I want a good educa tior; .. 
I w·a.r1 t tn huve an educe.ti on. 
You learn how to read and vrrtte. 
So I won't be dumb. 
I want ~n education. 
I ·want a good education. 
I like to go because it is fun. 
I want a good education. 
I have good friends to play with. 
I learn more • 
I want to learn more. 
There is nothing hard about it. 
I want an education. 
You get an e.ducation and you can get 
a job easie.r. 
You loo.rn more in school than out of 
school~ 
I want to 
I ,,-ant to 
I want an 
I like to 
I like to 
I like to 
I want to 
So .,.. 7ron't .L 
learn about the world. 
have a good education. 
education. 
go and :';et an educa:tion. 
learn things in school. 




No 11 1. I don't like to study. 
2. I don't like my teacl'>.er. 
3. I have to study so much. 
4 .. I don't like to study. 
5. I like to play better tha.n I like to 
work. 
6. I would rather play. 
7. I don't like it. 
8. I have a club to attend to. 
9. I have to work too hard. 
10. I like to play. 
11. I have to take too many tests • 
Sometimes 1 1. Sometines I get a spanking if' I do 
not do good work. 
Total 51 
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TABLE VII (Continued) 
NUMBER OF PUPILS LIKING OR DISLIKING SCHOOL AND TFIB REA.SON WHY 
==========================~ 













































I learn a. lot. 
You can learn more things, 
I like my teachers, studies 1 and 
friend·s. 
The teachers are·nice to me, 
It is easy. 
You will get part of your education. 
You learn good rn, .. nners , 
We have some good teachers. 
It teo.ches you how to read and write, 
You learn things. 
You learn more things, 
You learn sonething. 
You learn :many different things. 
I learn things. 
I can learn things. 
I have a nice teacher and lea.l"n a 
lot. 
It teaches you things. 
You learn thinf;s you should know. 
You get educated. 
I can learn things. 
It is fun to go to school. 
I like my tee.chers. 
I learn and have rne.ny friends. 
I 1,,1ant to learn. 
You learn more than by staying out, 
I like all the subjects. 
I can learn raore thinr;s. 
I want an educ a ti on and r.n.ake friends • 
I like to do the school work. 
I like school very much. 
I like all my teachers, subjects and 
playmates. 
I leo.rn things. 
I like to leD.rn thincs. 
It tee.ches us what vrn don't know. 
I like all my teo.chers. 
I ho.vo fun at school. 
I have more fun. 
I can [jet an education. 
I like to .know different things. 
I like to study a::iout different things. 
I like to see my friends. 
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42. I like most of my friends. 
43. We study about different countries. 
44. I like to study all of my lessons •. 
45. You learn me.ny things in school. 
46. I like to work and play. 
47. I want an education. 
48. I want to grmv up sn1$.rt. 
49. I want a good education. 
50. I like to learn all I can~ 
51. I don't want to be dumb. 
No 2 1. It is too r.n.ich 11.rork. 





Ntfo1BER OF PUPILS EXI)RESSHlG THE DESIHE OR LACK OP DESIR$ FOR 




Vian.ts to go to College Number Reason Given 
Yes 41 1. You will get :more education. 
2. I want to i,;et an educz..tion. 
3. I want to be a pilot. 
4. So I will have a sood education. 
5. I can learn the joy of' being a boxer. 
6. You ·will get more ,jobs if you do. 
7. I ·will know more vrhen I grow up. 
8. So I can be a.n airplane maker. 
9. You can learn more about things. 
10. Niaybe I will be well educated, 
11. So I can be educated. 
12. It will help you know more. 
13. I want to learn how to do thinc.;s. 
14. I want to grow up with a. good 
education. 
15. I want to learn. 
lei. You will learn n,ore. 
17. You will learn a lot. 
18. I want to learn to make thin1r,s. 
19. I vmnt to learn to be a pilot. 
20. So I will bo really a smart person. 
21. I want an oduca tion. 
22. To get a good education. 
23. I 11mnt to get an education. 
24. I want to ha:ve an education. 
25. I want all the education I can get. 
26. I ,•rant to learn to be an airplane 
pUot. 
27. I v,ant to study art. 
28. I vre.nt a.n education. 
I want to be an airplane pilot. 





















36. So I can [set an education. 
37. I vsant to have a good education. 
38 • learn al 1 I ca.n. I w-a ... nt to 
3J. be sffiart. I we.nt to 
40. folks to be proud of :mo. I vmnt ny 
41. education. I 1T.:ant an _______________ , ___ _ 
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No 10 l. It v:ill take a long time to finish. 
" t'.,. You have to do too much work. 
3. I don't want to go. 
4. I'm going to go to v.rork. 
5. r don't like to study. 
6. I don't want to be a doctor or 
teacher. 
7. I don't want to go • 
8. It is too . hard. 
9 .- I won't have the 1rroney. 
10. The work is too hard. 
Total 51 
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TABLE VIII (Continued) 
1'TR'1BER OF PUPILS EXPRESSUfG THE DESIRE OR LACK OF DESIRE FOH 
FURTHEl't EDUCATION BY GOING TO COLLEGE APTER GRADUATIO:t{ FRmJ HIGH SCHOOL 































get an education. 
education. 
Vi'"ant to I get an education. 
I can get a better education. 
I want to get an education. 
When I grm'f up I will get a good 
I might be a teacher. , 
I want to get a good education. 
I want a better education. 
I hope to have a good education. 
I ,rant to get a good education. 
I want un education. 
I want to be a teacher. 
I learn to be a s ecreta.ry. 
I want to learn to be a nurse. 
So I can learn to do so::ncthing., 
I want to get an education. 
I want to be a beauty shop lady. 
I want to learn to be a teacher. 
iob. ,J 
20. I have to.have a g;ood education to 
teach. 
21. I want to be a stewardess. 
22. I want a good education. 
23. I want to be a stevvardess. 
24. So I can get an education. 
25. I want to get an education. 
26. I think I could get my lessons good. 
27. I i:,Bnt to learn more. 
28. You can study what you want to be. 
29. It educates you. 
30. Y~u can learn a lot more. 
31. So I can learn to be a good nurse. 
32. To learn home economics. 
33. To get a better education. 
31. !' 11 know more. 
35. So that I can get educated. 
36. I'll learn a lot. 
37. I will Get an education. 
38. I'll learn more about thinES• 
39. I think you will learn more. 
40. I can live in a dorm., cook, svdm, 
and sew .. 
















I want to get a good educa.t ion. 
To learn things and to get good jobs. 
I think it would be fun. 
So I' 11 knov,r more. 
So I can get a good job later. 
---
I don't like school. 
It ·i\Tould coot my folks too r1uch 
money. 
It fo too hurd. 
:Mother doesn't want me to go. 
I don It think I would like to 
I don I t like to 'Nork. 
I don't like to study. 




·E. Reading Interests 
The results of investigations of the dov-elopment of reading interests 
are roughly as follovrs.l Children just beginnin~ to read (about 6 or 1 
years old} show s'peeial delight in short, profusely illustrated, rather 
fanciful stories a.bout aniznals or fairies or other children. Typical are 
the Peter Rabbit books. Gradually there is a certain emergence from 
fancy to fact; and f'or three or £'our yea.rs, beginning with 9 or 10, the 
boys are interested in tales of active adventures, in invention and 
mechanics, in the lives of fsmous men and in material about hobbies. 
Boys and 15irls seemed a.bout equally interested in mystery stories 
and this type ranked first in the list. The boys' strongest preference 
vras for the mystery stories. The girls' strange st preference was for 
fairy tales. Fairy tales ranked third with the boys. Adventure stories 
ranked second with boys and third with ·the girls. Boys expressed more 
interest in detective stories than girls. Other types of stories were 
not of outsta..11ding interest to the children. Table IX shows the type of 
story most liked by both boys and girls. Stories of mystery and fairy 
tales have a strong appeal for this age ~roup. 
Boys and girls from a high socio-economic background reveal :more 
discrimination in their expressed reading interests, and evince greater 
·· enthusiasm for exciting adventure than pupHs from a neighborhood of' low 
economic and cultural status.2 The pupils of the lower envirorunent reveal 
11,foKee, Paul, Reading and Li tera.ture in the Elementary School 
(Dallas: Houghton-tiifflin Company, 1934). - -- -
2T·erman, Lovvis .i,{. and Lima, i'.·iiarga.ret, Children 1 s Reading ( 2d ed.; 
New York: D. Appleton-Century Company, 1931). 
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a pattern of development of reading tastes thf,i.t lags behind that found 
a.ir,ong the 1I1ore fortunately situated children. 
These types of stories 1tierc dete1~mined by the child's ovm selection. 
Each child was asked to write his favorite type of story. In Table IX, 
the types of otories listed are those chosen by tho child himself. 
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TABLE IX 
Tr'PE.S OJ.i' STORIES MOST LIKED BY BOTH BOYS AND GIRLS 
1:iv.mber of Pupils Preferring 
.Type of St;ories Preferred 
Boys Girls Total 
Mystery 14 15 29 
Fairy Tales 11 16 27 
Adventure 12 9 21 
Detootivc 8 1 9 
Animal 1 4 5 
Folk Stories 0 3 3 
Western 2 0 2 
Travel 0 2 2 
Ghost 0 l 1 
Prison 0 1 l 
Cowboy 0 1 1 
1:lurder 0 l l 
Funny 0 1 1 
Sad 0 1 1 
Total 48 56 104 
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1. iiJagazines 
Studies of magazines show a.Lmost 100 per cent of the younger ~\ildren 
looking at the pictures and cartoons. Girls read more m.agazines than boys. 
Nine boys stated that they did not read ro.a.g;azines whereas only two girls 
:made the same statement. 
The eight representative ehildren's :r.1e.5azines as constituting the 
collection in thio platoon school are in order of their preference: 
Story Parade .. Wee Wisdom, Child~. Children•s Activities, lili1erican Boy. 
Open ~ for Boys, Playmate, and Boys' ~. 
In their bibliographies of children's literature, Bamberger and 
Broening1 list these children's :magazines: Child Life, Parties (Dennison 
Publishing Company), St. Wicholas, Nature Magazine~ John Martin's~' 
American Boy, Youth's Companion, Popular Homecraft, Home Geographical 
ltionthly ~ Boys' Life• o.nd Model ~drplanc ~ and Junior Itfoohanics • 
In comps.rison with this study, three magazines are the same in both 
groups. They a.re Child~, .American Boy a.nd Boys' ~· 
Table X shov,s the types of magazines most frequently read by both 
boys and girls • 10.any children listed adult magazines. An explanation of' 
this is probably due to tho fact that adult magazines are those which 
are more available in the home • 
.Ii/iaga.zines should be selected so as to procure for pupils of various 
ages, adequate treatment of' a wide range of interesting, v;orthv1hile content. 
i\.t the sa:iie tine, stimulating stor·ies, poetical appeal, and artistic 
features should b3 6iven due oonside1·ation. 
lBamborger, Floreno0 £. and Broening, Angela, A Guide to Children's 
Literature (ilaltimore: j0lli'.l Hopkim:; Press, 1931). 
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Tl1.BLE X 
TYPES OP .MAGAZINES READ MOST FREQUEI>TTLY BY BOTH BOYS AND GIRLS 
Number of' Pupils Pref'0rring 
Magazines Preferred 
Boys Girls Total 
Story Parade 6 13 19 
Wee Wisdom 6 12 18 
Child Life 1 8 9 
Life Magazine 6 1 7 
Saturday Evening Post 4 1 5 
Children's Activities 0 4 4 
Colliers 3 1 4 
Farmerts Stockman 4 0 4 
American Boy 3 0 3 
Open Road For Boys 3 0 3 
Movie ]Eag;a-zine 0 3 3 
Good Housekeeping 0 3 3 
Playmate 0 2 2 
Popular Meoha:nios 2 0 2 
:ma.ti onal Geographic 2 0 2 
Boys 1 Life 2 0 2 
Farmer's "\ffife 0 1 1 
Farmer's Journal 0 1 1 
Ladies Home Journal 0 1 1 
Do not read magazines 9 2 11 
Total 51 53 104 
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2. Books 
During the fourth year in school, children are now readinr; so1ne'c,hat 
independentl:,r; they have for.med an acquaintance with a considerable body 
of li tero.turc; they have developed preference for particular ty-pes of 
books. 
Table XI shows the favorite book of each child. "Blaze and the 
Forest Fire11 by lmderson1 ranked first with the boys with a. total of 
ten preferences. 11 F'licka, Ricka, Dicka and the Nev, Dotten Dresses" by 
Lind.rnan2 und "Susanna's Auction, u3 a French story, ranked first with the 
girls with a choice of rou.r for each book. 
The boys listed 30 different books and the girls listed 34,. All 
these books are found in the school libre.ry or in the public library 
which is situated in the same block as the elementary school. It must 
be rffil.e11:bered that this school he.s the platoon type of organization and 
the children spend 30 minutes a day in the school library. This period 
is usually given to the children as their free reading period under the 
direction of a trained librarian. 
Te.ble XI shows the wide interest that these pupils have from their 
selection of books. Included in this list-of books are: biography_, myth 
a._nd legend, aniv.!Al stories, factual stories~ achievements of people, 
safety stories, adventure stories and stories of other lands. 
1Anderson, Clarence ~Iilliam; Blaze and the J<'orest Fire (Hevr York: 
}Yiacmilla.n, 1938). 
2L· • d "" • J ""'1 · 1~- -, • k ,. • 1 ' h r D a in man, 1,mJ an, 1' 1c..ra .. J1.1c _a, 1.hc.1::a ana. t c 1t~ew ottc _ Dresses 
· ( Chicui~o: A. ~fhitman, 1939). -- ----
3susanna 1 s Auction; fro:ra the French; with il. hy ::. Boutet de 
l,Ionvel, (Little Libraries) (Neon York: l'iacm.illa.."'l, 1923). 
TABLE XI 
FAVORITE BOOK OF EACH CHILD 
Favorite Book 
1~ Blaze and the Forest Fire 
2. The Voyages of Dr. Dolittlo 
3. Tom Sawyer 
4. 'f reasure Island 
5. Robinson Crusoe 
6.. Fai.ry Tales From the Swedish 
7. Sambo and the Twins 
8. Little Swiss )food Carver 
9 • The Farm 'i'viins 
10. ~odcrn Story Book 
11. Willy Nilly 
12.. Tale of Peter Rabbit 
13. Jerry and the Pony Express 
14. Little Tim and the Brave Sea 
Captain 
15. Safety Can. Be Fun 
16. ~idget,& Bridget 
17. Snipp, Snapp~ Snurr and tho 
Hobby Horse 
18. Ping, the Duck 
19. Bobbsey Twins at the Circus 
20. Warpaint 
21. Taming .Animals 
22. The Pickani:nny Twins 
23. Book o i' Cowboys 
24. The tree Boys 
25. Ji. Visit to Grandmother 
26. The Cave Twins 
27. In Country and City 
28. The Indian Twins 
29. Let's Ta..k:e Turns 




































































TABLE XI (Continued) 
FAVORITE BOOK Oli' F,ACH CHILD 
GIRLS 
Favorite Book 
1. Flick&, Ricka, Dicka and the 
New Dotted Dresses 
2. Susanna's Auction 
3. Grimm's Fairy Tales 
4. Junior 
5. Voyages of Dr. Dolittle 
6. Angus and the Cat 
7. Jean Wanted a Kitty 
8. Little Pear 
9. midget and Bridget 
10. Tom Sav.ryer 
11. Little Ann of Canada 
12. Heidi 
13. Smiling Hill Farm 
14. The Like ... to-do-Stories · 
15. Snipp, Snapp. Snurr and the 
Robby Horse 
16. Indian Twins 
17. Thimble Summer 
18. Big 11Iiss Library 
19. Children of the Prairie 
20. S ambo and the Twins 
21. Bunny Brown and His Sister Sue 
22. Nixie Bunny in Manners Land 
23. Down, Dov.n the 11ountain 
24. School Friends 
25. Fa.rm on the Hill 
26. Water Babies 
2 7. Red Feather a.".ld the Star 
28. Mi tty on My. Syrup t s Farm 
29. Enjoying Our Land 
30. George Uashington 
31. Little Tim and the Brave Sea 
Captain 
32 • Billy a.p.d Blaze 
33. Aunt Green. Aunt Brown and Aunt 
Lavender 











































































3. Comic Strips 
An exploratory study of fourth grade children's interests in comic 
strips was undertaken because of the lack of objective info:nrJ,1tion about 
the nature of these interests. That children enjoy the comics almost 
goes vdthout saying. They seem to prefer them to many other forms of 
amusement and read then whether or not they read other parts of the news ... 
paper. The term 11 comic strip11 is used here for want of s better narr..e of 
identifying the cartoon s.tory. It is ~ term tliat is no longer adequate 
to cover the type of cartoons to which it is supposed to apply. Ha.ny 
n comics 11 are no longer corni cal. For example, the content of the co-J1Jic 
most popular among the children studied is devoid of anything even 
remotely hunorous. 
The comic strip is a distinctive and revealing feature of our American 
culture. Something of the extent to which it affects us a.11 iG suggested 
by the fact that there a.re over 1~260 different comic strips and that 
comics are published in almost all of our newspapers. 
estimated that 80,000,000 A.n1eric:ans read the Sunday supplement comics 
alone. Even the teachers are impressed. An English te:,;cher has asserted 
that 11.,,e Amari cans do think in comic supplement terms • 11 2 He goes on to 
develop the thesis that the comic strips bid fair to become the basis of 
an American mythology--they are I says he~ 11 genuine materials of the 
A.meriean oult. 11 
l0ay • Roger C., uA Teacher Reads the Comics, 11 Harvard Educational 
Review, VII (March, 1936),. 198-209, 
2orachmnn, Julian .M. • 11 Prospectus for an American Mythology, 11 
English Teachers Journal, XIX (December, 1930), 781-788. 
Table XII shows the comic strips most frequently read by both boys 
and girls • Superman ranked first with the boys by a ,;tide mare;in. Blondie 
and Dagrmod ru:okcd first with 'the girls. Dick Tracy ranked second vd th 
both boys and girls. 
T}10 preference of the girls for co;dcs of romance and fe.nily is 
indicated by their favoring Blondie and Dagwood over tho boys' choices 
for comics of adventure such as Superman. 
It is evident that t:b.e boys wen) particularly attracted by action, 
adventure, fighting, feats of strength and daring, fantastic tales of 
life, and thrilling escapades which are all involved in the one comic 
strip, Supeyman. IHnetoon comic strips vrnre chosGn by the boys and c;irls 
as their choice for the most popular comics. Little Hen:r; is the only 
comic in this list tha.t is almost entirely in pantomine. Twelve of those 
comics are stories of adventure, throe are animnted cartoons, tvrn are 
cartoons of child life, and two portray fauily life. 
Many reasons vmre given for their preferences for certain comic 
strips. P.or the m.ost part, comic strips are appealing because thoy are 
exoi tin;, mysterious, and thrilling; they are full of action and fighting; 
they tell interestL1'lf'; stories; they present i::iharacters whose bravery, 
strength, beauty• and ur:tfailing ability to master all difficulties appeal 
to the yount'. heart and mind. Such reasons cov-er over two-thirds of the 
explanations Given by the children for their choices. The element of 
hurnor, from which these cartoons derived their nane, is mentioned very 
little. 
TABLE XII 
COMIC STRIPS NOST FREQ.UE:ilfTLY READ BY THB BOYS AND GIRLS 
Comic Strip Preferred 
Supennan 
Dick Tracy 







Char lie Chan 
Litt le Orphan ,\nni e 
Popeye 
Joe P.alooka 




~aggie and Ji~gs 
Porky, th.e Pig 
'fota.l 
---------
Number of Pupils Preferring 
Boys Girls Total 
23 8 31 
'1 11 18 
3 1 r, .:., 16 
3 5 8 
4 2 6 
3 1 4 
1 3 4 
1 2 3 
2 0 2 
0 2 2 
0 2 2 
1 0 1 
1 0 l 
1 0 1 
l 0 1 
0 l 1 
0 l 1 
0 l 1 
0 l l 




Sill:I:YIAEY AND CONCLITSI OHS 
I I 
The purpose of the investigation was to discover children's play-, 
life-, reading-, study-, and school-inte:cests of fourth grade pupils of 
// 
the eler,,entary school. This investigation was made with the pupils of 
tl,e fourth grade in the elemantary schools in E\ristm,-, Oklahoma, during 
the school year 19.C:-0-41. The 104 children studied in this investigation 
ranged in age from eig;ht to eleven years. Of this number 53 were girls 
and 51 were boys. 
The data tabulated in this study have several v.reak: points, 'fhe main 
one is the failure to check the reliability by retesting. On the basis 
of the data. presented, the follovring conclusim:rn may be drs:wn: 
1. ll'ourth r:;re.de boys are intereBted in tho active and dra:matic 
occupations, while the zirh; show- a tendency to choose vocations 
which require specialized training. 
2. JJoys have fa strongor interest in games involving motor activity, 
in ·which they usually excell; while 0 irls prefer .r:;ames of a more 
social nature. 
3. Children have verf definite likes and dislikes so far as school 
subjects are concerned. Certain subjects were rather consistently 
appreciated or liked bJ large numbers of children, whereas certain 
other subjects were rather constantly disliked or not highly 
appreciated, 
4, It was evident that girls liked school more than boys, although 
both boys and ::sirls liked school. Association vJith others, desire 
for companionship, and thirst for lmovilGdge rank as the three 
greatest reasons. 
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5. The reactions of tl1ese 104 fourth grade children 1·eveal strong 
interests in action and exciting adventure~ fairy tales. and 
:mystery stories. Studies of magazines show that almost 100 per 
cen'c of the younger children look at pict~res and cartoons .1 
A greater per cant of' girls than of boys read magazines. Types 
of stories chosen by this group a.re biography, myth and legend, 
animal stories, adve11ture stories, and stories of other lands. 
11 Supermanrt 1~anked first with the boys and "Blondie and Dagwood" 
ra .. YJ.ked first with tho girls. This shows tha.t girls are more 
interested in romance and family life, while boys prefer adventure • 
. ·' 
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